Parent Payment Policy
and Implementation
PURPOSE
This policy outlines the ways in which school councils can request payments or voluntary contributions from
parents and ensures that parent payment practices are consistent, transparent and ensure that all children
have access to the standard curriculum.

RATIONALE
The Victorian community shares a vision to build an education system that champions excellence and ensures
that every child and young person has access to the opportunities to succeed in life, regardless of their
background or circumstances.
Schools are best placed to make local decisions which ensure that all students can access a broad range of
learning opportunities that support their expectations and promote their aspirations as they move through the
education system. Parent contribution, in all forms, assists schools to provide an enriched learning and
teaching program for every student and is highly valued by school communities.
Learning and teaching programs vary across schools based on local needs and circumstances and reflect each
school’s priorities, decisions and resources. This, in turn, informs the parent payment charges approved by
school councils that may vary from one school to the next.

PRINCIPLES
In implementing this policy, schools must adhere to the following principles:
● Educational value: Student learning, aspirations and wellbeing are paramount when schools determine
their parent payments practices
● Access, equity and inclusion: All students have access to the standard curriculum program and
participation of all students to the full school program is facilitated
● Affordability: Cost to parents is kept to a minimum and is affordable for most families at the school
● Engagement and Support: Early identification and engagement strategies by the school ensure parents
are well informed of the payment options and supports available for those experiencing hardship
● Respect and Confidentiality: Parents and students experiencing hardship are treated with respect,
dignity, sensitivity and without judgement and the identity and personal information of all parents and
students are kept confidential in respect to parent payments
● Transparency and Accountability: School parent payment practices are well communicated, clear and
transparent and their impact on student programs and families are reviewed by school councils

WHAT CAN SCHOOLS CHARGE FOR?
The Education and Training Reform Act 2006 provides for instruction in the standard curriculum program to be
free to all students in government schools. School councils are responsible for developing and approving
school-level parent payment charges and can request payments from parents1 under three categories onlyEssential Student Learning Items, Optional Items and Voluntary Financial Contributions.

1

Parent’ in the policy has the same meaning as in the Education and Training Reform Act 2006, which is: ’parent’, in relation to a child, includes a
guardian and every person who has parental responsibility for the child including parental responsibility under the Family Law Act 1975 of the
Commonwealth and any person with whom a child normally or regularly resides.
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Essential Student Learning Items are items and activities which the school deems as essential for student
learning, without which, students would be unable to access the school’s delivery of the standard curriculum.
Where practical and appropriate, parents may choose to purchase essential items through the school or
provide their own. Where a child cannot provide an essential student learning item or participate in an essential
activity, the school must make alternative arrangements e.g. make the item available through the school or
provide alternative financial support options.
Essential Student Learning Items do not include:
● school operating costs (refer to School operating costs in the Guidance tab)
● generic subject levies or fees
● non-curriculum related costs
● unspecified charges
Optional Items are items and activities that enhance or broaden the schooling experience of students and are
offered in addition to the standard curriculum. Students access these on a user pays basis.
Optional Items include non-curriculum-based school events, optional excursions and camps, optional sporting
or music programs and materials that don’t relate to the standard curriculum such as school magazines.
Voluntary Financial Contributions are where School council invites parents to make a voluntary contribution
to support the school some of which are tax-deductible. Voluntary Contributions can be for general or specific
purposes that relate to the school council’s functions and objectives. Where a Voluntary Contribution is
requested for a specific purpose, the funds may only be used for that purpose.
There are no obligations on parents to make any Voluntary Contributions and schools cannot refuse students
instruction in the standard curriculum if their parents do not contribute.

FINANCIAL HELP FOR FAMILIES
There are a number of support options available for parents including but not limited to:
●

●

●
●

●

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund provides payments for eligible students to attend camps,
sports and excursions. Families holding a valid means-tested concession card or temporary foster parents
are eligible to apply and a Special Consideration eligibility category also exists. The Auburn South Primary
School Council will approve each year, the activity that this fund can be directed towards (i.e. school
swimming program).
State Schools’ Relief may cover the cost of new school uniforms, shoes, books and more for
disadvantaged students. State Schools’ Relief only responds to requests from school principals, assistant
principals or welfare coordinators. Parents or Carers who are struggling need to make an appointment with
the school to discuss their situation.
Local Community Support: Auburn South Primary School has links with local services and welfare groups
which can provide specialist support and assistance to students and families in financial crisis.
School based Second Hand Uniform Shop: In order to support parents in meeting the costs of their
children’s education, second hand uniform items are sold by the school’s uniform shop. Further details can
be obtained via the school office.
The school will provide financial support to ensure that all students have equal access to educational
programs and opportunities offered by the school.

Families experiencing financial difficulties or hardship are encouraged to contact the Principal (Marcus Wicher)
or the school’s Business Manager (Gabriella Williams) for alternative payment options. All enquiries and
support will remain confidential.
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The school will also endeavor to discreetly approach families who may need support and special payment
arrangements.
Refer to Financial Help for Families for further information.

REVIEW AND COMMUNICATION OF THIS POLICY
The Parent Payment Policy and its implementation will be published on the school’s website.
General enquiries regarding parent charges may be made to the school office on 9882 2140.
Any concerns in regard to Parent Payments should be directed to the Principal or Business Manager.
Schools will monitor the effectiveness and impact of the implementation of this policy at least annually as part
of its ongoing improvement and report back to the school community.
The full Parent Payment Policy is available from the Department’s School Policy and Advisory Guide.
Answers to the most commonly asked questions about school costs for parents see:
Frequently Asked Questions – For Parents

Ratified by School Council: November 2020
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